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ANNUAL REPORT HORSE BREEDING DIVISION 1916 


The number of stallions licensed in Pennsylvania in 1916 was 2,049. 
This is 209 less than in 1915. Thirty-six of this number were pure- 
breds and the balance were non-registered. The Percherons lead all 
other purebreds by about three to one. There were 542 licensed 
in 1916. The next most popular breed was the Standardbreds with 
175 licensed. From a geographical point of view Westmoreland 
County bas the largest number of purebreds as well as grades or 
non-registered stallions. This county has 60 purebreds and 27 
unregistered stallions licensed. Crawford and Chester counties 
stand second and third. There were but five Jacks licensed in the 
State. 

There were 21,126,000 horses and 4,639,000 mules in the United 
States January 1, 1917. The estimated price per head was $102.94 
for horses and $118.32 for mules. This is an average gain per head 
for the year of $1.34 on horses and $4.49 on mules. We shipped 
1,029,961 horses and mules from this country to the European War 
up to December 1, 1916. The price varied according to size and type. 
Cavalry horses average in weight from 1,000 to 1,100 pounds. The 
maximum price to the farmer for such horses is $115 per head. The 
English Government allows for artillery horses weighing from 1,200 
to 1,500 pounds $160 and $240 per head for those weighing 1,650 
pounds and over. The French government allows $140 to $160 for 
the same weight horse. The British government allows, for mules 
graded according to size the following prices :— 

14 to 144 hands high, $75 to $125, 

15 to 154 hands high, $175 to $225, 

16 to 164 hands high, $200 to $275. 

Most of the horses and mules purchased for the War were from the 
Middle West. The heavy horses and the large mules have been es- 
pecially useful in the war. : 

More concerted and individual attention should be eiven to horse 
breeding in Pennsylvania. There are not enough horses raised here 
to supply our own markets. We have plenty of stallions and some 
of the best. Sixteen different breeds and many high class grades 
are owned in the State. The interest in breeding draft horses has 
increased wonderfully during the past few years. The type of mares 
are better now than formerly. We have more draft grade mares but 
few purebreds. The demand recently has been for heavy horses and 
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it is more than likely that this will continue. There is a general 
opinion, among those best qualified to judge, that the price and de- 
mand for horses will increase materially in the next few years as 
a result of the extensive shipments abroad in the past two years. 
The farmers in the State should try to raise horses and mules enough 
at least for their own use and to do this they must raise many more 
than they have in the past. It is doubtful whether the farm tractor 
will ever be as useful as the horse or as economical on our average 
Pennsylvania farms. 

The Percheron horse which has made a remarkably good record 
in the present war was developed in the rural portion of France. 
He has evidently absorbed much of the spirit and staying qualities 
of the French people. The French government has assisted its 
people wonderfully in horse breeding but the farmers themselves 
are entitled to the greatest part of the credit. The government fur- 
nishes the stallion. Each farmer keeps a good purebred brood mare 
or enough to do his farm work. They are bred each year and every 
farmer in this particular section breeds only Percherons. In other 
sections the same careful attention is given to breeding thorough- 
breds or some other worthy breed. With good care and good food 
the colt is kept growing. He does not loose his milk fat till, he 
reaches maturity. A colt raised in this way makes a most valuable 
horse. In a good horse country one seldom sees a long haired, pot 
bellied colt, or one of inferior breed, quality or conformation. Neither 
the good stallions nor the desirable brood mares are being used by 
foreign countries in the war. They are getting rid of those that are 
undesirable for breeding purposes in this way but they are too wise 
to sacrifice their best horses in war. They haye kept on breeding 
and as soon as the war is over will have as many good horses as 
ever to ship to us and there is every prospect that we will need them 
as much in the future as we have in the past. 

Our people are not giving too much attention to breeding dairy 
cattle, sheep or swine yet there appears to be more interest along 
these lines than is shown in horse breeding. The horse has done 
his share in making this country what it is today. His work is 
finished by no means. Nothing speaks better for a good farmer or 
is more useful to him than a pair of well groomed, well fed, well 
broken, well bred horses. Those he raises are more companionable 
and should be most desirable in every way. 

Iowa has taken the lead of all other States in horse breeding. 
It is one of the most profitable branches of animal husbandry in 
that State. 
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Motor trucks, farm tractors and other forms of machine drawn 
vehicles have replaced the horse in many lines of work. The pros- 
pects have been discouraging to those interested in horses. The 
machines have come to stay and they have their place. The horse 
has his place also and must be included in our plans for handling 
commerce and doing work in the future. He has his place in war 
and among all the wonderful inventions of modern warfare 
nothing has been found that can fill his place. Without horses an 
army would be helplessly handicapped. It is the same with agricul- 
ture and other peaceful occupations. 

Most of the foreign countries are far ahead of us in horse breed- 
ing. They have all demonstrated what can be done by an intelli- 
gent and constant application of the weli known principles of breed. 
ing. This has been demonstrated by the Clydes in Scotland, the 
Shires in England, the Percherons in France, and the Belgians in 
Belgium. Jowa has demonstrated that successful horse breeding 
can be profitably conducted in this country. 

Stallion owners have done and are doing about all that can be 
expected of them. It might be best for the horse breeding interests 
of the State if all were compelled to use cne breed of horse and every: 
body do his best to develop this particular breed. This is practically 
what has been done in countries where our best breeds originated. 
It is doubtful if this plan could ever be worked successfully in a free 
country. Those interested in horse breeding should have an ideal 
and stick to it for years. As a class mare owners are fickle. They 
will breed to a light road horse one year or generation and to a 
heavy draft type the next. Another fault that is observed with 
mare owners is that too many of them breed overworked, underfed, 
old, crippled or unsound mares. To produce the best get the dam 
and sire must be of the same general type. Each must be sound, 
strong and vigorous and receive good care. Breeding counts just _ 
as much in the dam as it does in the sire. Both are better if given a 
reasonable amount of work. A good mare can do her part of the 
work on a farm and raise a colt every year. It is not necessary for 
her to be idle for more than two weeks during her foaling period. 
She can begin breeding at three years of age and continue for fifteen 
years or more. 

We trust that much more attention wiil be given to horse breeding 
in Pennsylvania in the future than has been shown in the past. 

A stallion registration law has been in operation in Pennsylvania 
since 1907. Many other States have adopted somewhat similar laws. 
No State has a law that is more just or one that has been conducted 
with less friction. Much of the credit for the wise provisions in 
the law and the justice of its enforcement in the past was due to 
the efforts of Carl W. Gay, who had charge of this work for the 
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Board up to last year. In August of 1916 he resigned from this 
service to accept a position as Professor of Animal Husbandry anc 
Chairman of Animal Industry Group at the University of Minnesota. 
Since his resignation the work has been conducted along the same 
practical lines from the Harrisburg office. We all feel under a deep 
debt of gratitude to Dr. Gay for the faithful, efficient service ren. 
dered to horse breeding in Pennsylvania, and wish him continueu 
success in his new and responsible position. 


TABLE SHOWING NUMBER AND CLASSES OF LICENSES ISSUED IN 


PENNSYLVANIA FROM 1908 TO 1916, INCLUSIVE. 


licensed. 


Total number 


Year. 3 
2 2 
| 3 2 
[b-2 g 
# = 
| a} =) 
| 
666 1,350 | 
823 | 1,427 
908 | 1,477 
951 1,480 
954 | 1,390 
981 1,332 
1,029 | 1,327 | 
| 1,048 | 1,210 | 
1,012 | 1,037 | 


A COMPARATIVE NINE YEAR TABLE SHOWING THE NUMBER OF 
REGISTERED STALLIONS OF EACH BREED LICENSED IN PENNSYL- 


VANIA. 
| | 
Breed. ; 1908 | 1909 | 1910 | 1911 | 1912 1913 | 1914 | 191F 1916 
| | | | | 
i po ee Ss | ee 
PET CHELON  etccste No acisisicing bles sieiess.a:Srafelstaxs ate | 2 | 290 315 | 354 372 4165 459 | 518 542 
MCANG ALADLCA Ga Hi xscissisis Saisteversie ane wie eon | 209 | 238 289 293 | 267 | 266 | 248 | 211 173 
Non-standardbred,  ...-...seeeeeeeeeee [ieee eee | ceeeee | veeeee J aceeee | oeeeee | caves | 8 5 2 
BeleiAn Os" ce acce Soe ibvea es saemeeeees 35 48 66 70 74 90) 108 14 123 
Shires s20 aioe A Be atatate 33 43 43 44 30 30 | 29 30 27 
German Ceach, ere 23 56 46 40 40 36 31 33 26 
French Draft, ..... mats 29 33 20 30 31 34, 38 | 31 pi) 
ack ney eee daieh nad ichece scat weechens Wa 93 29 26 29 23 | 98| 2B 26 
Clydesdale ss s5 23 a aie cis ren ea lee teees 19 3 83. 26 23 20 22 20) 18 
Pen Che COaCHecsst waa eile gee cs scien ene 15 24 25. 23 14 $ 10 8 8 
PONOLOUSMDIC Cisse ao aicye tte e.s (rele ect sin.n*etesaie-a’e 5 10 10 12 11 14 | 12) 14 15 
ME OT PE Ip ete ae his. clovehete hie, tetas stesaia.2-<foraleie'e wap | 11 11 9 13 | aif 13) 12 10 8 
MS pecmeetece craic ey stsicta oats hetcie’s- dicta ssiota sis ako 5 6 7 5 8 g 8 10 11 
MVev clang Bays sce ces slat cicie cis'c'eit bats e’e 7B 5 3 2 Z S| 2 a eee 
Shetland! ges tnccacen seioaairsiiceines vetoes 3 2 3 2 3 3] 9 5 8 
SPO C ee a aca, vst aes anon te hea 1 1 1 Wl eaves. | Radavel Goedete| dene 
PYODICS HIG i sersieic ciaisiele re eveid.oge oiecdeivleiea vere 1 al 1 DY caceiacanise> | saveve:avaiste [lua secseceuar [Pievwieistee ||| Saterecela 
ORI OTe imisiet tena eissiareia(ssc ean cies scotelacelal | vein e'einc 1 1 aH See il Porn a moron oa mock otro Mr ianon 
VOUS Hierrhenererertipin sieisss cia sistcieterccamiciaiciSisfeieiaia’ | stcssjeyers. Io oars sete 1 TDN Tess cea shay" | sie saiatéve-c'| Sevartysiaiseit ategersisie: | Cory siejece 
PAT AD LAU eee cere se ttetets ar Navse a tfans etslésetasajes Ste | Gmere vice | Catvevinven|| cote sinc « 1 $0 DA sasererevll ete s otascudl ale aiate s 
ACME Rasen Nat guCaeer eia eas oc eee bee esas 1 2 6 5 
SRO URIS Sie eccterstsn tetetetasiasers Seisae sie oes 666 823 908 951 925 1,048 | 1,012 
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A COMPARATIVE TABLE OF THE NUMBER OF STALLIONS LICENSED 
AND THE NUMBER AND KIND OF CERTIFICATES ISSUED IN BACH 
COUNTY OF PENNSYLVANIA—1916 


un- 
stal- 


and 
of 


Counties. 


Registered and sound, 
Total number 


lions. 


Registered, but. unsound. 
sound. 


Very highly commended. 
Unregistered, but sound. 


Unregistered 


Adams, 
Allegheny, 
Armstrong, 
Beaver, 
Bedford, 
Berks, 
Blairs. 
Bradford, 


Butler, 
Cambria, 
Cameron, 


Clearfield 
Clinton, 
Columbia 


Crawford, 
Cumberland, 
Dauphin, 
Delaware, 


Forest, 
Franklin, 
Fulton, 
Greene, 
Huntingdon, 
Indiana, 
Jefferson, 
Juniata, 
Lackawanna, 
Lancaster, 
Lawrence, 
Lebanon, 
Lehigh, 
Luzerne, 
Lycoming, 
McKean, 


Monroe, 
Montgomery, 
Montour, 
Northampton, 


Northumberland, 


Perry, 
Philadelphia, 
Pike, 
Potter,:- 2. 
Sehuylkill, 
Snyder, oe 
Somerset, ... 
Sulliyan, 
Susquehanna, 


Venango, 
Warren, 

Washington, 
Wayne, 
Westmoreland, 
Wyoming, ... 


Totals, 


ata 
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TABLE SHOWING “VERY HIGHLY COMMENDED” STALLIONS: THEIR 
NUMBER, BREED AND THE COUNTY IN WHICH STANDING IN 1916. 


County. st 


Clydesdale. 
Percheron 
Standardbred. 


TorZerness.. Sy a ae 
Montgomery, 
Washington, 


Total, 


CLASSIFICATION BY BREED AND BY COUNTY OF REGISTERED AND 
_ UNREGISTERED UNSOUND STALLIONS LICENSED IN PENNSYLVA- 
NIA—1916. 


° a 5 
» oO : . q 
3 a me ra 5 
oy 8 ee jee 3 
a Al | see] 38 3 
County. i) . a is} 3 » 
i q a a or a a Fo] a2) me 
=| 1 o 3) 3 5 cs) 3) Ss or Ae) 
Be) SS cee Belge Bele 
@ a a oO a =| 
Bi) | eye | Oo eal gaa] aes oe eile 
| 
2 1 Le 52 oe 4 
DE iheae cat rae Iesee 1 2 
arate ae ac [Ravers 2 2 
1 Rig aren aes | oer 1 
oie rece (ce eal fe 1 
wlalee slow sasyeMt wae ays Se 3 3 
aan a 1 es ach 1 
eats afte ae 1 al 
a5: i bin 1 2 
apts na 2 1 3 6 
mer 1 Bas 1 
GCrawtOndsr Raat ass: ose een ea OFlinseiees fsisbiftsaseroias [RRateys cous [hSate, youu ane chore ots,ae | Doe mene 3 
Oumberland $7 sic. cauthans dean eek ae ee Dub ie lester | act aaoe econ trees Mriabfal (rors fal panyeacl le Cle al aoe 2 1 al 
OK Sree ve 8 Nel ree ear a Pet tal Seles wie nl Peeters f 1 
Wriay tock al Stine hoeee [ours al 
Fayette 1 are dpe Dees “> 376 1 
Franklin, 2 fats cent iasee 1 3 
Greene, 1 a pea va evoteil |e ioral | Wee 4 
Huntingdon, 1 steiwinhbersreievt | Loraisceed tastetene 1 
Indiana, Ang See MS teent eee al 
Lancaster, al God |soanom | east hoes 1 
Lebanon, aoe 1 Beret nod ak 
McKean, al mee faysicel tenets 1 
Mercer, PYaGeut|| aiarceAl|! a cesatalll elaccyery|| senateeal Melecenad | mes 1 aban 1 2 
MAMI NS cie css wcsiirs cis ope etalon lt bevgtes al ii Fevsracevsl face shat pertintcall ean 1 nistere non 2 
Montgomery, aD (eee | eee . By P ene at 1 
Botton satercn act siis ote anes tae Berets eae rate 1 1 
Somerset, ..... 1 male Peaaailiesees 1 
Susquehanna, ie Bye Keke fon 1 1 
MRORGS |) satan wien 1} ayetase oD 1 
Washington, al f aye 2 4 
Westmoreland, | steceiclsl| eons al 
Out of ‘State, esis BoD 1 it 
Totals, 22 3 2 1 2 al 8 Biel ena 18 58 
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